
Have You Made Life’s 
Greatest Discovery?

ere have been a lot of great discoveries, but one is above all others.  In an amazing way the Ten 
Commandments (Ex. 20) starts us on the road to this discovery.  In Matthew 22:34-40, Jesus, in 
keeping with Moses, summarized the Ten Commandments down to two basic points: 1) loving God 
and, 2) loving our fellow man. From this summarization we discover that righteousness is the 
loving of others as much as we love ourselves. Stealing, for example, is wrong (as the Ten 
Commandments state) because it is the loving of ourselves more than the person from whom we are 
stealing.  ink what this world would be like if every one treated every one else as they wanted 
to be treated!  Paul said in Romans 13:8-10, in keeping with this, that LOVE is the ful"lling of the 
law.

Sin is de"ned in I John 3:4 as: “the transgression of the law.”  A sin is therefore any failure to keep 
the law.  Who can love God and his fellow man (even his enemies) as much as he loves himself every 
minute of every day?  Romans 3:19-20 says, “by the law is the knowledge of sin.”  It is because of sin 
we do not have a right relationship with God now and do not automatically go to Heaven to be with 
God when we die.  If we do not have our sin record removed before we die then we cannot go to 
Heaven.  Yet God is righteous, so this means that He loves us as much as He loves Himself!  He 
wants us to go to Heaven when we die!  And He wants us to have a right relationship with Him now 
so He can change our lives for the better!  He has made the only way for our lack of righteousness to 
be supplied, and our sin record removed.  is is why Christ, the Good Shepherd came (John 
10:11)!

Once there were two mother sheep who each had a young lamb. ere came a severe blizzard 
and one of the mother sheep died.  e other mother sheep survived but her young one died in 
the storm.  So there was a lamb without a mother and a mother without a lamb. e shepherd 
carried the surviving lamb to the surviving mother hoping she would accept it and care for it. 
But after smelling the lamb, she rejected it. e shepherd knowing that such would probably be 
the case had a remedy to the dilemma.  He removed the skin from the dead lamb and attached 
its hide to the motherless lamb. is time the mother lamb accepted the surviving lamb - 
because of the scent. In similar fashion, God wants to provide such a covering of righteousness 
for us!

In 3 Basic Steps, Here is How You Can
Make Life’s Greatest DISCOVERY!

Step 1 – Discover Why We Need To Be 
Saved From God’s Wrath Over Our Sins.

How? By Realizing the Shortness of Our Own Righteousness,
and by Realizing that All Men are Sinners as God De!nes Sin,

and therefore Under the Penalty of Death.



Psalm 147:17 says, “e LORD is righteous in all His ways, and holy [without sin] in all His 
works.”; “y righteousness also, O God, is very high…O God who is like unto thee!” Ps. 71:19; 
but of man God says, “all have sinned and come short of the glory [righteousness] of God” Rom. 
3:23; “ere is none righteous [who can keep the law without fail], no not one” Rom. 3:10.  In 
speaking of the Jews, the Bible says, “they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. For 
they being ignorant of God’s righteousness [how high it is], and going about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.”  Rom. 10:1-3.

10-year old Matt was trying out his new birthday present - a bow and arrow - when his friend 
Roger walked up to him.  Roger noticed a series of targets drawn on the cardboard boxes.  And 
to his amazement, Roger saw that every target had one of Matt’s arrows directly in the bullseye.  
“Matt, how did you do that?” Roger asked excitedly. “It’s easy,” Matt replied.  “Just watch.” 
Taking careful aim at another cardboard box - this one had no target on it - Matt sent the arrow 
on its way. It hit the box with a loud “smack!” Matt ran to the box, pulled out a marking pen, 
and drew the target - with the arrow exactly in the middle!  We are often guilty of doing the same 
thing.  We determine our own standard of righteousness, like many of the Jews had done in Paul’s 
day, and then view ourselves as therefore righteous when we hit the mark of our own making.  Sin, 
in the Bible, is missing the mark.  But the mark is drawn by God and not us.

Breaking God’s law is serious.  It hurts society and de"es God, consequently, the Bible says in 
Galatians 3:10, “Cursed is every one that continueth not in ALL things which are written in the 
book of the law”; “for because of these things [sins] cometh the wrath of God upon the children of 
disobedience.”  Eph. 5:3-6.  In Ephesians 2:4, the Bible says, “But God, who is rich in mercy [not 
giving the punishment that is deserved], for His great love wherewith He loved us” does not want to 
pour out His wrath on us for our sins, so He has provided a substitute for such, HIMSELF!  
“Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ [God in human form] that we 
might be justi"ed by faith.” Gal. 3:24; Paul said, “I had not known sin, but by the law” Rom. 7:7.  
e law was given out of love in order to show us we can not work our way into acceptance with 
God; “all our righteousnesses are as "lthy rags [polluted with sin]” Isa. 64:6.  e law contrasts God‘s 
righteousness with ours.

ere was a young girl who went on a #ight with her parents to visit relatives.  Out of the 
window of the plane, the little girl noticed a #ock of sheep on the hillside below.  She exclaimed 
to her parents, “Look at the pretty white sheep, aren’t they beautiful!”  Her parents glanced out 
the window just in time to catch a glimpse.  A couple of days later while on their return #ight 
home, they descended below the ceiling of clouds in their approach to the runway when the 
little girl saw a new fallen snow which had made a white blanket on the country side.  Suddenly, 
she noticed the same #ock of sheep on the same hillside but this time she remarked, “Oh, look 
how dirty the sheep look now.  ey need a bath.” Of course, the sheep were dirty all the time, 
but the little girl did not have the perspective that the pure white backdrop of snow provided 
the "rst time she saw the #ock of sheep.  e same thing happens to us, we fail to see our sin in 
proper perspective until we see ourselves against the holy and righteous backdrop of God’s law.

Step 2 – Discover that Christ is the
Only One Qualified to Save Us.

How? By Realizing that the Life, Death,  Burial, and Resurrection
of Christ as the God-Man, was On Our Behalf (Substitutionary).



Since the Bible says we have all sinned and come short of God’s moral standard, it does not matter 
whether we come closer than our fellowman - we all need Someone to bridge the gap for us!

Two men were caught upon a volcano that suddenly began to erupt.  As they #ed for their lives, 
they came to a wide chasm that they had to cross in order to escape the oncoming lava #ow.  
Finally, in desperation, the older of the two ran and jumped for it - and fell far short and to his 
death.  e younger also was forced to make a running jump for it, and although he went 
further than his friend, he also fell far short to his death. 

Jesus said in Matthew 5:17, “ink not that I am come to destroy the law…I am not come to 
destroy, but to ful"ll.” e Bible says, “God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the 
law [accountable for keeping it], to redeem them that are under the law” Gal. 4:4-5  Christ came not 
only to provide a righteous law-ful"lling life in place of our unrighteous one, He also came to take 
the penalty of sins. “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us” 
Gal. 3:13; “For He [God the Father] hath made Him [God the Son] to be sin for us, who knew no 
sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.” II Cor. 5:21

is is why Peter said in Acts 4:12, “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other 
name under Heaven given among men, whereby ye must be saved.”  is is also why Paul said, “For 
there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; who gave Himself 
a ransom for all” ( I Timothy 2:5).  Further, Christ Himself said, “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”  

Notice He did not say He was a “good way,” or the “best way,” or “part of the way,” but rather He 
claimed to be the only way – exclusively, entirely and emphatically!  Christ, as God and man 
could represent man, yet appease God.  He had the in"nite capacity as God to take all God’s wrath.  
He, as perfect man, could step in for us and live a sinless life in our stead, take our place on the cross 
to experience the wrath of God for our sins, commit them to the grave, and then rise from the dead 
verifying the way of salvation was made!  HE IS THE ONLY QUALIFIED SUBSTITUTE THERE 
COULD BE!  In Christ, our Creator became man to make the way for us to be saved!  e God we 
sinned against is also the Savior!  Romans 8:31-34.

In the days of the Old West, a wagon train was crossing the wide open expanse of the 
Midwestern plains.  Far into their journey and out in the middle of the open prairie where 
rivers and trees are few and far between, they noticed wisps of smoke on the distant horizon 
ahead of them.  Wind blowing into their faces brought on an increasing aroma of "re.  Before 
panic set in, the wagon master gathered the men together and told them of the only way of 
escape.  ey were instructed to spread the wagons out side by side, and at his signal set the 
grass on "re several feet behind them.  He said, the wind would sweep the #ames of the "re they 
started backwards and away from them.  ey were told that after they did so, to uniformly 
back their wagons deeply into this newly burned area.  ey hurriedly obeyed in view of rapidly 
approaching #ames and feeling the increasing heat of the oncoming inferno.  With relief 
beyond words they watched the towering wall of "re suddenly cease at the very point where 
they began their "re.  To the far left and far right of them they could see the "re pass by, but 
they were safe where they were for they were standing where the "re had already been!  Christ 
took the "re of God’s wrath for us.  Our standing with God must therefore be with Him!

Step 3 – Discover the Salvation
Offered through Christ.



How? By Realizing Salvation From the Wrath of God for Our
Sins is a Gift We Receive by Grace (Freely-Given Favor and

Understanding) through Faith in the Merits of Christ.

By His grace, God freely (without us deserving it) shows us our need for salvation and then how 
Christ is the ONLY possible source of this salvation.  e Bible says in Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by 
grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works lest any 
man should boast.”; “And if by grace, then it is no more works: otherwise grace is no more grace.” 
Rom. 11:6; in Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.”; and in Titus 3:4-7, “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to His mercy He saved us…through Jesus Christ our Savior”; in John 3:36, “He that 
believeth on the Son [transfers his trust from any other to the true source of salvation, Christ] hath 
everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on 
him.” 

God did for us what He would have wanted us to do for Him if He had been in our place!  He did 
all the work!  We simply must believe in Christ’s merits and not our own!  God’s plan of salvation is 
in itself a demonstration of His righteousness – loving others as much as Himself! (Romans 
1:16-17).  What a DISCOVERY!

Do you Honestly SENSE THE NEED FOR
SALVATION from the Wrath of God for Your Sins?

Do you SEE THE SIGNIFICANCE of the Work of
Christ in His Life, Death, Burial and Resurrection?

Are You Willing to Turn from All Other Supposed Sources
of Salvation and Depend Upon Christ Only so that You can

SECURE PERSONALLY THE BENEFITS of His Work?

e story is told of a widow whose only daughter was very sick and in need of fresh fruit.  But it 
was winter; grapes and oranges were expensive, and the widow was poor.  Walking the streets of 
the city, the woman found herself outside the royal palace.  She looked through the gates and 
saw in the royal greenhouse great clusters of the most appetizing and tempting grapes.  As she 
gazed at them wishfully, the princess came by and, taking in the situation at a glance, with her 
own hands cut for the widow a magni"cent basketful of fruit.  With trembling hands the widow 
offered the royal lady in payment the few pennies she had in her purse, but she received instead 
this noble reply, “Madam, these grapes are not for sale.  My father is a king and he’s much too 
rich to sell, and besides, you are much too poor to buy.  You can have these grapes free or not 
all.”

Salvation from the wrath of God for our sins is a gift.  It has already been paid for by God’s 
Son.  To reject such an offer is a tragedy; to attempt to earn salvation in view of such would be a 
travesty (disgrace)! Paul said, “I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the 
law [that is, if we could earn it by good works – keeping the Ten Commandments], then is Christ 
dead in vain.” Gal. 2:21.  



You might still be thinking, “How can it be that simple.”  It would not be if Christ had not done 
all the work.  Because of what Christ did and who He is, you simply have to humble yourself (being 
truly sorry for your sins), admit your need, transfer your trust from anywhere else or anyone else 
unto Christ and Christ alone and what He did for you by his perfect life, sacri"cial death on the 
cross, burial, and victorious resurrection from the dead!  

If you now understand and are therefore truly sorrowful for the hurt your sin has caused God and 
your fellow man and are willing to turn from (repent of ) your sinful lifestyle unto God’s will for your 
life then you simply must believe in the life, death, burial, and resurrection of Christ (the Gospel) for 
salvation from the wrath of God for your sins.  If so, the Bible says you are saved.  Tell God now, in 
prayer, in your own words of your new found reliance in Jesus Christ and thank Him for it!  SEE: 
John 5:24.                

Prayerfully read this presentation over as many times as necessary in order to understand.  If you 
have received Christ as your personal Savior after reading this tract, please contact us that we may 
rejoice with you and send you free materials to help you grow in your Christian life.
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